Valencia College

Fundamentals of EMT:  EMS 1119 Course Syllabus

Fall 2015
Professors:
Professor David Boykin (dboykin@valenciacollege.edu) 407-582-4926 
Professor Lisa Montoya (lnewby1@valenciacollege.edu) 407-582-4937


Emails should be the primary form of contact and must be sent through Atlas.

Class Meetings:
                                                    Day:  Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday




      Night: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday

There are two class sessions and two lab sessions per week.  Clinical Rotations (EMS 1431) are done OUTSIDE of regularly scheduled class meetings.  You will have a class meeting with the Clinical Instructor prior to your Clinical Rotations.  Course schedule is in a separate document on Blackboard

Class Location:
 Lecture and Lab: Building 1, Room 123
Required Text:
                        Brady: Prehospital Emergency Care 10th Edition
        Valencia EMS Student Academic Manual
Office Hours:
Student Conferences by Appointment, office hours will be posted at the beginning of session. Office is located in Building 1, Room 120. Office phone number is 407-582-4926. If you need to get a hold of Professors Boykin or Montoya on the weekend, use the email provided above. If there is an issue that you feel was not resolved by Professor Boykin or Montoya then you may contact Bruce Weisenbarger at 407-582-4122. If your issue is not resolved by Professor Weisenbarger then he will give you the phone number to the next step in command.
Course Description:
EMS 1119 is designed to develop a health care professional capable of providing basic life support in all aspects of pre-hospital emergency care.  Students learn assessment of medical and trauma emergencies, stabilization of illness/injury, treatment strategies and patient transportation techniques based on the current Department of Transportation curriculum.  Total contact hours of the EMT Program is approximately 255 hours.  EMS 1119 = 8 credit hours.
Program Goals:
1.  To provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to become competent entry level emergency medical technicians.

2.  To provide students with the clinical skills necessary for proficiency as entry level emergency medical technicians.

3.  To develop and foster the behaviors, attributes, and attitudes of a professional in the field of out-of-hospital emergency care.
Valencia Community College Core Competencies:

Students should be aware of the four Core Competencies in the Valencia Community College Handbook that describe the learning outcomes for the Valencia Community College Student and graduate.  They are:


Think: Think clearly, critically, and creatively.  Analyze, synthesize, integrate, and evaluate in may domains of human inquiry.


Value:  Make reasoned value judgments and responsible commitment.


Communicate:  Communicate with different audiences using varied and appropriate methods (oral, written, visual/graphic, non-verbal).


Act: Act purposefully, reflectively, and responsibly in the context of adult life (personal, professional, and community).
Pre-Requisites:
1. CPR: Students must be certified in CPR at the level of healthcare provider prior to the beginning of class.  CPR certification must be current throughout the remainder of the course.  The student must also have a current CPR card at the time of the national/state examination.  All CPR certifications must be with the American Heart Association. Fingerprints, Drug screening, and Background Check must be completed by 09/07/08. Health Tracker (Immunizations, Physical, FIT test, CPR card) must be completed and uploaded by clinical sign-up (date to be determined). If any of these pre-requisites are not completed by the due date, you will be withdrawn from the program.

2. Background Check:  Students MUST also complete a background check.  THE ONLY background check vendor that Valencia College accepts is from an online agency called CertifiedBackground.com. It is ONLY done on-line and is confidential.  The cost of the Background Check is NON-REFUNDABLE.  The background check must be completed and paid for by the deadline (09/07/2015) or you will be withdrawn from the program (EMS 1119, EMS 1119L, and EMS 1431). Listed below is a portion of the policy:  

Valencia Community College Health Sciences Background Check Protocol: Applicants for Valencia Community College’s Health Sciences Programs must be free of offenses that would disqualify them from a student clinical experience in a healthcare setting and must have their civil rights intact.  This policy is in response to requirements by clinical agencies and State/Federal regulations.
Each applicant must be screened by the Florida Department of Law Enforcement for criminal history.  Each applicant must have a Social Security Verification, Residency History, Nationwide Sexual Offense Registry Search, Nationwide Healthcare Fraud/Abuse Scan, and a U.S. Patriot Act/OFCA Search.  A Nationwide Criminal Search is also required if the applicant has worked, resided or has been a student outside of  Florida during the 7 year period prior to start of any Health Science Program at Valencia.
· PER THE VALENCIA COLLEGE EMS PROGRAM DIRECTOR, Cindy Bell: any student that does not meet the background check, fingerprinting, and drug testing deadlines will be withdrawn on 09/08/2015 (to be eligible for tuition reimbursement);  any student that does not meet the Health Tracker deadlines will be withdrawn at the time of clinical sign-up (date to be determined).  There will be NO exceptions! 

Co-Requisites:
EMS 1119L and EMS 1431.  All three courses must be completed with a "C"- 75% or greater.  If a student is unsuccessful in any one of the three co-requisite components, he/she will not be able to complete the program and will have to re-take all three components (EMS 1119, 1119L and 1431).

Academic Honesty:
The student is expected to comply with the college policy of academic honesty.  Any student in violation of these policies will receive an “F” and will be withdrawn from the program.  Any student found removing any examination material from lecture or laboratory exams will receive an “F” and will be withdrawn at the professor's discretion.
Students with Disabilities:
"Students with disabilities who qualify for academic accommodations must provide a Notification to Instructor (NTI) form from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities."
Contact information:
West Campus Building SSB, Rm. 102 Ph: 407-582-1523 Fax: 407-582-1326 TTY: 407-582-1222
Osceola Campus Building 2, Rm. 140A Ph: 407-582-4167 Fax: 407-582-1326 TTY: 407-582-1222
 Valencia College Business Office Policy:  
 
Any student that drops, withdraws, or is withdrawn from a class BEFORE the last day of the Drop/Add period listed on the VC credit class schedule is eligible for a 100% refund of the refundable fees.  
Fall 2015 Add/Drop deadline: 09/08/2015 at 11:59 pm.  
Per Valencia Policy 4-07: (Academic Progress, Course Attendance and Grades, and Withdrawals): a student who withdraws from class before the established deadline for a particular term will receive a grade of “W”.  Fall 2015 withdraw with “W” deadline: 11/13/2015.   A student is not permitted to withdraw after the withdrawal deadline.  Faculty member may withdraw a student up to the beginning of the final exam period for violation of the class attendance policy. A student who is withdrawn by faculty for violation of the class attendance policy will receive a grade of “F.”  Any student who withdraws or is withdrawn from a class during a third or subsequent attempt in the same course will be assigned a grade of “F.”  
It is the responsibility of the student using financial aid, loans, or employer reimbursement for tuition to be aware of how grades and withdrawals may affect current and future financial aid and loan status. For a complete policy and procedure overview on Valencia Policy 4-07 please go to: http://valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=75.
Point/Grading System (EMS 1119):
Grades are based on points earned/lost.  Throughout the semester, students earn points by taking exams, and quizzes. The points earned/lost are one point per question on quizzes, test, Midterm and Final.

The final grade for EACH separate co-requisite- EMS 1119, EMS 1119L (and EMS 1431) - is calculated by taking the total number of points earned by the student and dividing by the total number of possible points. Points are not combined between each class within the Program- all grades and points are individually earned for each separate class.

Point/Grading System (EMS 1119L)

Practical Exam is based off of the NREMT criteria. You must successfully complete one Medical and one Trauma scenario to pass EMS 1119L. You must achieve a 75% for both assessments and cannot have any critical failures. If you fail to achieve a 75% or receive a critical failure on your first scenario you will be given one additional attempt. The grade from the first lab practical attempt will stand as the official grade for that assignment. The second lab practical attempt will be pass/fail based on the NREMT criteria.

Grading Scale:
92-100% - A

84-91% - B

75-83% - C

66-74% - D

65% and Below – F

Class Policies and Requirements
1. Attendance is taken by the Professor at the beginning of class and, at the Professor's discretion, may be taken again at any time during the class.
2. Students arriving more than fifteen minutes after the beginning of class or leaving more than fifteen minutes before the end of class will be marked as absent.  Arrival at any time after the beginning of class is considered tardiness.  Three episodes of tardiness will constitute an absence. No exceptions are made to this rule.
3. Absences are not classified as “excused” or “unexcused”.  The student is either in class or absent. The one exception is jury duty. If a student is required to attend jury duty, the student must bring a signed confirmation of jury duty the day they return to class. If the student fails to present a signed confirmation on their return, the missed class day(s) will count as an absence(s). 

4.  If a student fails to attend three class sessions, he/she will be placed on academic probation and will meet with the Professor to discuss continuation in the program.  Any subsequent absences will result in automatic administrative 
withdrawal from the program as per college policy.     

5. Both EMS 1119 and EMS 1119L are counted together for the attendance policy. You may not miss 3 classes from EMS 1119 and 3 classes from EMS 1119L. The attendance is combined for both classes.
6. The student is responsible for all materials, quizzes, and examinations missed due to tardiness or absence. The Midterm, and Final are all Mandatory days and these exams must be taken on the scheduled day. There will be no make-up exams. You will receive a zero if you are not present for the Midterm (Lab and Class) and Final (Lab and Class).
7. If you are absent on a test day (excluding the Mandatory Midterm and Final) you will take your exam in the testing center the day you return to class. It is your responsibility to inform the instructor that you were absent and need to take the exam. If you do not inform the instructor and do not take it the day you return it will result in a zero. You will have to take it outside of the scheduled class and lab times.
8. In addition to scheduled exams, unannounced quizzes may be administered at the Professor's discretion.

9. Students may not perform clinical rotations during scheduled class sessions.  Late arrival to class due to delay at a clinical setting is not considered excused tardiness.
10. All reading assignments should be completed prior to lecture. 
11. All students are expected to conform to college and classroom policy regarding conduct in the classroom.
12. The student is not allowed to be subject to call during any class, lab, or clinical period.  
13. The student must pass the comprehensive written class exam (EMS 1119) and laboratory (EMS 1119L) final examination with score of a minimum of 75%, as well as the laboratory (EMS 1119L) midterm with a minimum score of 75% in order to successfully complete the EMT Program (regardless of total class average). The Class Final can only be taken once (EMS 1119). If you score below the required 75% you will not receive a Certificate of completion and you will have to repeat EMS 1119, EMS 1119L and EMS 1431. If you score below the required 75% on your final (either class written or lab practical) but have above 75% in the class you will be given a ‘D’ for the course. If your score drops you below the 75% you will receive the grade according to the percent you earned overall.
14. All cell phones/pagers must be in “silent mode” while in class.  No ear phones, “ear buds”, or any other listening devices- such as cell phones, radio, or MP3 players are to be worn at any time during class.  They should be removed BEFORE entering the classroom.
15. In order to complete the clinical portion of class you must remain at a 75% In-class average. At any time, you fall below the 75% average you will be suspended from clinical. If you are on suspension from clinical and you were not able to complete your clinicals you will be unable to complete the clinical portion of class and will receive an “F” for EMS 1431. 

16. If at any time your Certified Health Tracker does not comply with all requirements (all green check marks), you will be unable to attend any further clinicals until the requirements are met and approved. 


CLASS, LAB AND CLINICAL DRESS CODE:

1. Students are required to attend Class, Lab, and Clinical in the Valencia EMT Uniform. Uniforms are required by 09/08/2015 (09/14/2015 for late orientation).
2. Students will not be allowed to attend class or lab in improper attire. Professional behavior and dress is expected at all time.  The student is expected to enter the class and lab in full uniform and in compliance with the dress code.  If a student arrives for class or lab in inappropriate attire or in violation of the uniform policy, they will be asked to leave, and they will be counted as absent for the entire class day.

3. The Valencia Uniform Policy is as follows:  

a. The uniform MUST be clean, unstained, freshly washed and pressed- both shirt and pants without wrinkles.

b. Shirts come with your name embroidered on the front. You are required to wear your Valencia ID card for all classes and clinical.

c. UNIFORMS MUST BE PURCHASED FROM:  All Tech Stitching

All Valencia EMT Program students must be wearing the SAME uniform- no other uniform will be acceptable.

d. The uniform shirt is a solid grey, logo-less, collared “golf-type” polo shirt from - All Tech Stitching.  It can be long or short sleeve. The shirt must be worn FULLY tucked in, with belt showing (“blousing” shirt over belt is not professional).

e. Solid white, logo-less, short sleeved t-shirt is to be worn underneath the uniform shirt.  No long sleeve        t-shirts may be worn underneath the uniform shirt, unless the uniform shirt is also long sleeved.

f. Dark blue or black uniform pants- “low-rise” pants are NOT acceptable uniform pants. ALL pants MUST come from All Tech Stitching.  Pant legs are not to be tucked into boots or “bloused” over the top of the boots, they must hang straight.  

g. Black leather or leather-type belt with plain belt buckle. 

h. Black leather work shoes or boots with non-skid soles (solid black, logo-less tennis shoes are acceptable- as long as they are a “polishable” leather- suede is not acceptable).

i. Socks- CALF LENGTH OR LONGER - black, navy, or white logo-less socks.

j. Student shall be clean-shaven at ALL TIMES- CLASS, LAB, AND CLINICAL. 

No beards, “soul-patches”, chin and neck shaven, with sideburns no longer than the earlobe.  Moustaches are acceptable, as long as they do not extend beyond the corner of the mouth.  Students that are not clean shaven will be sent home and accrue an absence for the day.

k. Hair must be pulled back if it is long enough to do so.  Hair must be cut in a non-distracting, professional style and a ‘natural’ type, non-distracting color.
l. ALL visible tattoos must be covered with clothing during class, lab, and clinical rotations.  If the student has visible tattoos on their arms, they must purchase and wear the long sleeved uniform shirt- tattoo covering ‘sleeves’ or long sleeved t-shirts under the uniform shirts are not acceptable covering for the tattoos.  Wearing a jacket or sweatshirt is not acceptable for covering tattoos on the arms or any part of the body that would normally be covered with a proper uniform shirt.  ONLY LONG SLEEVED UNIFORM SHIRTS WILL BE ACCEPTABLE FOR COVERING VISIBLE TATTOOS ON THE ARMS or any part of the body that would normally be covered with a proper uniform shirt. 

m. All visible body piercings must be removed during class, lab, and clinical rotations- this includes piercings of the tongue and ears.  
n. Acrylic or other “fake” nails are not allowed in class, lab, or clinical rotations. 

4. Shirts shall be worn completely tucked in.

5. Hats are not allowed to be worn during lecture, lab, or clinical- hats should be removed BEFORE entering the classroom.  Sunglasses are not to be worn in class unless medically necessary.
Disclaimer: The Professor reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus- either verbally or written, and if changes are made, the student has the right to be notified in a timely manner. 

� I have this in my syllabus. Let me know what you think.


�This would be an administrative withdraw


�This needs to be in both syllabi.





